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ADVENT/CHRISTMAS 2011

4 Dear friends in Christ,
R '

» 1 Thank you, worship leaders and people of God, for a ven
kL

W fine Celebration of New Ministry, the worship and the reception,
October 22. It was a real joy and blessing, and a real privileg
also to have both Bishops Marie and Skip with us.

Please pray now for the Search/Call Committee and th
guidance of the Holy Spirit,
cond clergy member for our faith partnership. Members from her
on that team are Doren Norfleet and Kathy Nice.

Our worship schedule for the Christmas season will be
found on page 2l look forward to greeting you at any of the services at the best time for
you. On New Year os Day, Church of the REe
partnership: Christmas Lessons and Carols with Holy Eucharist.

Please note these opportunities to come together:

The ecumenical Thanksgiving service is November 20, 4 pm, at Faith United.

On Thursday, December 8, 12:15 pm, at Resurrection | will offer a simple heali
service with prayer, laying on of hands, anointing, and holy communion. If there is sufficie
interest, | will offer this the second Thursday each month. | am seeking when | can offer
same monthly in Fulton.

On Wednesday, December 21, 7 pm, at Grace, | will offer a Blue Christmas servi
intended to reach out to those who are grieving, or suffering any loss or hurt, and who 1
not feel especially merry. If you do not fit that category, you may wish to come to be of st
port with your prayer and love

This time of year when we focus so much on children and youth, please consi
this. Studies show that a healthy adult education program is a sign of healthy congregati
Recent studies of teens also reveal that youth typically can express their faith only as we
their parents.

It seems, the best way to help the faith formation of youth and teens is to help g
ents, grandparents, and other adults who serve yoantid to involve them personally in our
childrendés religious education.

It is challenging for me to find time to offer adult education personally in each of o
congregations. | also know there are a number of gifted educators and spiritual leade
each of them. | will be thrilled to assist class facilitators or teacher volunteers in each c
gregation to create multiple opportunities, topics, and themes for small group Bible stud
prayer groups, and other learning eventfie review and selection of materials, guidance
along the way, and announcing the opportunities among all our congregations.

For myself | wild.l of fer beginning in
to Communityo. It includes Bible stud:
study, and intended to be very practical. It will include prayer and worship and is for me
bers in all our congregationf. you are interested, please be sure to sign up so | may or-
der sufficient materials.

"T A0 Al AOOET ¢ O1T Ul O EI

Pastor Richard K. Klafehn
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Advent/Christmas Worship at Church of the Resurrection

Advent begins November 27This year we have a full four weeks to prepare for the celebration of Christ's
coming at Christmas, his coming to tiisough word and sacrament, the stranger, and God's peop|and
his promise to come again at the end of time.

We return to Rite 1 for the 4 Sundays of Advent.

Each week at the time of the Children's Sermon,vétidScripture, prayer, and song, we will ask one fami-
ly in our congregation tbght progressively one more candle on the Advent wreath.

This year the Worship Team plans to accentuate the coming closer to Christmas with visibl&k&gns.
first Sunday of Advent you will find the Advent wreatffhe second Sunday you will find green wreaths in-
side our sanctuary and outside our buildifthe third Sunday of Advent you will find a simple undecorated
green Christmas treeOn the fourth Sunday of Advent we invite the children attending to help set up the Na-
tivity set, putting everyone in place, everyone except the baby Ja@$esbaby Jesus put in place on Christ-
mas Eve.

During Advent let's join in singing Christmas Carols after service at Coffee hour as we did last year. The
are so many wonderful carols, and we don't get to sing them all during the Christmas season. We'll have si
ing and good fellowshipAnd let Leon know if you can be part of a Christmas choir.

Then please join us for worship at 10:45 pm on Christmas Eve, with carols at 10:45 and Holy Eucharist
11:00.

New Year s Day Service wild/l be Lessons and Ca
and Grace Lutheran at Resurrection for this service.

Excerpted from The Episcopal Handbook, P-336published
by Morehouse Publishing Inc.
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